


Letter of Introduction
8/25/2019

Dear Friends and Neighbors,

Thank you for your consideration of our application for a guest cabin. Let me
introduce myself. My name is Blake Campbell. Nearly thirty years ago, in 1990, my
parents Clark and Diane Campbell became the owners and stewards of the property of
their dreams. | was 3 years old at the time. This land is located off Lime Creek Road in the
shadows of Potato Hill and Engineer Mountain. It was perfect; 38 acres surrounded by
national forests. It had scenic cliffs, lush forest, wildflower filled meadows, and multiple
breathtaking waterfalls on the two streams that converge on the property.

Soon after they purchased the property, they convinced my uncle and his family to
move from Maryland and help build cabins for both our families. This is where Chris enters
the scene. One of my earliest memories is Chris and | meeting right here in the meadow.
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The very spot is actually in this picture of my family from two years ago, above to the
right under those very aspen trees. His family climbed the steep driveway in their grey
Ford Aerostar and stopped in the meadow, parking where we were waiting for them. They
all piled out and Chris and | introduced ourselves. “Hi, my name is Blake.” “Hi, my name is
Chris”



Over the years we would create
many memories in those forests and
meadows. My family built a cabin and
Chris' family finally settled in Hesperus,
south of Durango, because the winter of
1991 was quite harsh. Since then, most of
our summers were spent together.
Pictured to the right is Chris and |
playing with construction materials as the
house was being built.

My parents have always enjoyed
sharing the beauty they had found with the
rest of the world. They have brought as
many of their friends and family to visit as
they could. They have hosted numerous
family reunions from all sides, and even
from more distant relatives. To the right
is a picture of my mother with her
siblings and parents, taken at a family
reunion that she hosted there. We cleared
a small area for Grandma and Grandpa to
park their fifth-wheel, when they came to
visit. Grandma passed away a few years
ago and Grandpa passed away last August
at the age of 93.

Pictured right is myself and my
mother showing my uncles and aunts from
my father’s side one of the waterfalls. Clejo
(the one sporting the sunglasses) passed
away a few years ago, and her husband
Don (just out of frame on the right) passed
away last year at 86.

| have lived on the property a few
times. | attended high school in Durango
with Chris. | recently moved my wife and
twin boys (pictured right picking
raspberries) back to the home to do some
property maintenance and planning for
some ideas we all had brewing.

This is where | spent my summers
growing up. | remember exploring
Cascade Creek with the Cascade Village




Water Flume, and visiting the
beaver ponds on Lime Creek
Road. | have attended
worship services regularly in
Durango when | was younger,
and in Silverton more recently.
These cities and the property
itself are more my home than
any place | have ever lived.
Chris has a similar
connection because we were,
and continue to be, best
friends. We have enjoyed
many adventures. And it all
started on this property. He
has spent a considerable
amount of time with me out
here. Pictured right is Chris
during a recent visit, sharing
with his kids the pool at the
base of one of the waterfalls, a
short walk from the residence.




To the right is a picture of my kids on the
same six-wheeler that Chris and | grew up on. They
look strikingly similar to us at their age.

Because of our strong ties, we have a great
desire to maintain and share the property; especially
since my parents need help. My family and | are
temporarily in Utah, but we will be returning for good
next spring if we can get a few things sorted out,
including this proposal. We will live on the premises
partially to help with maintenance and upkeep.

In conjunction with this, we plan to build this
guest cabin on the property. Chris is going to help with
this, and hopefully move his family to the county sometime in the near future. The guest
cabin will let us still have family and friends visit in comfort and it will make it possible for us
to call this place home into the future. Without approval of the guest cabin, it most likely will
not work for us to keep our family here. There simply isn’t enough room for all of us, while
still allowing room for visitors (specifically, the rest of the family who deserves to keep
visiting the family property).

Above is the site where we .
are proposing the guest cabin. '\

To the right is a rough sketch \ _
of what it may look like. Chris drew L
this for us. You can clearly see why
we are choosing this location. 4

There have certainly been alot
of challenges that we keep running i I
into, trying to bring our ideas to life. B




To the right is Lisa
Adair (our engineer at the
time), Bill Simon, and Chris,
out to investigate the
possibilities of crossing a
stream and helping identify
any wetlands that might be
disturbed.

Despite many setbacks
and challenges, we decided
we couldn'’t give up. And the
more we explore the
possibilities here, the more we
know this is the place.

This is where you come in. Help us bring this project to completion. Join our family
and help us stay in San Juan County. Thank you!

Sincerely,

Blake Campbell
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